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Analytical Reassessment of the “Minor Appearance” Construct

in Mahdi Discourse: Feasibility, Functions, and Consequences

Abul Hasan Qasim Fam '
Hojjat Heydari Cherati *

Abstract
Mahdism—anchored by foundational notions such as “Occultation” and
“Appearance”—provides the Shi‘T community with a framework for
theological, historical, and social reflection. The controversial concept of a
“Minor Appearance” has emerged in recent decades within certain
intellectual and media circles, raising questions about its origin, legitimacy,
and doctrinal coherence. This study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine the conceptual underpinnings, historical antecedents,
and textual arguments advanced in favor of this term. Through a careful
analysis of authoritative Shi‘T traditions, it assesses whether a two-stage
schema of the Mahdi’s advent is supported by canonical sources. The
findings demonstrate that, unlike the Occultation—which -classically
divides into Minor and Major phases—the Mahdi’s appearance is uniformly
depicted as a single, instantaneous event. Employing the phrase “Minor
Appearance,” though potentially justifiable via broad exegetical latitude,
carries misleading implications and risks doctrinal distortion or exploitation
by heterodox groups. As a result, the use of this term lacks scientific and
religious necessity, and greater theoretical precision should be applied in
Mahdavi literature.

Keywords: Mahdism, Appearance, Minor Appearance, Occultation,

Imam al-Mahdi, Traditions Analysis.

1 Level 4 graduate of the Mahdism Specialized Center, socio—political orientation. ghasemfam67@gmail.com

2 Researcher of the Mahdism and Promisedism Research Center Entezar Pouya. hojatheidadi@gmail.com



Examining the Connection Between the Levantine' Turmoil and
Pre-Appearance Events through an Exegetical Approach to the

Opening Verses of Suirat al-Isra

Sayyid Mujtaba Ma 'navi’

Abstract
This paper explores the relationship between the recent developments in
occupied Palestine (al-Aqsa Storm) and the events preceding the
appearance of Imam al-Mahdi. The study aims to assess how developments
in the Levant region correlate with the Mahdi’s advent. Addressing this
topic is essential to avoid cognitive biases and comparative errors regarding
the Palestinian conflict—one of the Levant’s focal crises in the End Times.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in an exegetical
reading of the opening verses of chapter al-Isra’, the research finds that
speculative attempts to map Levantine events directly onto prophetic
traditions are not sufficiently robust. Although early exegetes did not
unanimously identify these verses with pre-appearance signs, our analysis
indicates that texts concerning Mahdism point to Divine promises and the
fulfillment of God’s eternal laws. Furthermore, the Resistance front falls
within the scope of Divine support (Nasr) and is actively preparing the
ground for the Mahdi’s emergence.

Keywords: Mahdism, Resistance front, End times, Exegesis, al-Isra’,

Palestine, Levant.

1 Itis located in southwestern Asia and includes the countries of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Jordan.
2 Professor at the Mahdism Specialized Center; Researcher at the Research Center of Mahdism and Messianism

(Mahdism and Messianism Research Ceneter) m.manvi@chmail.ir
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The potential and threats of millennial movements in the related

developments to the expectation of the advent of Imam Mahdi
Sa td Tawassuli-Khah’

Abstract
In Shi‘ism, the advent of Imam al-Mahdi as the world’s reformer and savior
represents a foundational belief. Millenarian movements likewise center on
the anticipation of a promised redeemer. This study analyzes the social,
cultural, and political impacts of such movements on collective beliefs and
behaviors, with a focus on their capacities and threats in shaping the
transformation leading up to the Mahdi’s appearance. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, our findings indicate that millenarian
movements can foster hope, mobilize communities, and promote universal
human values. However, they also carry risks—religious fragmentation,
extremist offshoots, identity crises, and erosion of public trust. To harness
their positive potential and mitigate these dangers, the research underscores
the imperative of unity and solidarity, proposing strategic measures for
threat management within millenarian frameworks.

Keywords: Appearance of Imam al-Mahdi, Millenarian Movements,

Social and Political Capacities, Unity and Solidarity.

1 PhD student of the Instructive Islamic Sciences; Researcher of Mahdism; sacedtavasoli@chmail.ir
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Explaining the Apparent Contradiction Between Narrations on
the Pervasiveness of Injustice and the Necessity of Establishing
an Islamic Government in the Era of Occultation
Mohammad Gholami'

Sayyid Ali Kazemi Sheikh Shabani®

Abstract
The advent of Imam al-Mahdi marks the pinnacle of history and promises a world
suffused with justice and spirituality. Yet numerous traditions foretell that, on the
eve of his advent, the earth will be rife with tyranny and corruption—an apparent
tension that demands careful scrutiny. This paper examines the perceived
contradiction between establishing an Islamic, justice-centered government today
and the prophetic reports of widespread oppression before the Mahdi’s
reappearance.

Using a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study explores two contrasting
approaches to these traditions. First, it argues that the founding of an Islamic
revolutionary state—which draws upon active public participation and collective
effort—is both legitimate and necessary, even amid growing injustice. Second, it
highlights the Qur’anic and hadith-based evidence for the enduring presence of
righteous individuals whose commitment to social justice and reform persists
despite the surrounding moral decay.

By reconciling these perspectives, the paper demonstrates that Islamically
grounded governance and grassroots reform efforts do not conflict with, but rather
prepare for, the Mahdi’s advent. The existence of both widespread corruption and
faithful reformers underscores the dual reality foretold in the sources and affirms
the legitimacy of pursuing justice prior to the final appearance.

Keywords: Mahdavi-Standard Government, Hadiths, Pervasiveness

corruption, Apparent contradiction, Pre-advent, Islamic Revolution.

1 Level 4 Scholar, Mahdavit Specialized Center, Qom. montazer.mohammad@gmail.com

2 Level 4 Scholar, Maud Specialized Center, Qom Seminary. Sayed.ali.kazemi67@gmail.com
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Methods for Cultivating Competent Human Resources in

Management toward a Mahdavi-Standard Government
Murtida Hasan-Pour Sargarouyi’

Abstract
This study examines methods for cultivating competent human resources in
managerial roles aligned with the model of a Mahdavi standard government.
Given the paramount importance of human capital in realizing Mahdi’s
ideals, the paper analyzes the educational approaches required to develop
exemplary and effective managers. It discusses strategies such as:
employing Mahdavi inspired role models, fostering intellectual
empowerment, strengthening the sense of responsibility, creating a healthy
organizational environment, supportive of creativity and collaboration.

The role of religious scholars as advisors and mentors in shaping these
managers is also emphasized. Using a descriptive-analytical methodology
and library research, this work offers a structured framework for training
successful leaders who can pave the way for Imam Mahdi’s advent. The
findings aim to assist policymakers and administrators in applying
Mahdavi-principles to nurture the human capital essential for achieving the
objectives of a Mahdavi-standard government.

Keywords: Training methods, Model managers, Preparation for

Emergence, Islamic Revolution, Global revolution of Imam Mahdi.

1 A graduate student of level 4 at Mahdism Specialized Center; Researcher at Mahdis in the seminary of Qom



Anthropological Foundations and Qur’anic Evidence for the

Necessity of Resistance for Preparing for Global Justice
Sayyid Ahmad Misawi’
Mustafi Beheshti-Pour’

Abstract

“Resistance,” grounded in Qur’anic and divine teachings, serves as a
strategic paradigm for combating oppression and as a hallmark of dynamic
awaiting. Despite humanity’s industrial and scientific progress, people have
strayed into injustice, corruption, and bloodshed—precisely as the Qur’an
warns—thereby distancing themselves from their innate human divine
nature and approaching the abyss of destruction. In this context, discovering
a way out of such misguidance has become an urgent concern for
contemporary humanity. The Qur’an proposes “resistance aimed at laying
the groundwork for global justice” as the fundamental response to this
crisis. Since the Qur’an is the definitive, universally accepted source among
Muslims, this study asks: what Qur’anic proofs mandate the formation of
resistance?

This research first explores the anthropological foundations of
resistance—why human nature inherently inclines toward self preservation,
justice, and collective solidarity—and then examines the specific Qur’anic
verses that establish its necessity. Employing a descriptive analytical
methodology with library based data, it provides a reasoned answer to the
question. The Qur’an issues multiple injunctions commanding the
establishment and support of resistance, which can be grouped into three
categories: verses concerning Jihad and defense, verses emphasizing
patience and steadfastness in the face of trials, and verses reflecting divine
norms such as the promise of God’s aid (sunnat al-Nasr), the triumph of
truth over falsehood, and the eventual victory of the oppressed.

Keywords: Anthropological Foundations, Resistance, Preparation for
Justice, Mahdism, the Qur’an.

1 A graduate student of level 4 at Mahdism Specialized Center; Professor at Qom seminary;
S.a.m7635722@gmail.com

2 Student of level Y at the Mahdism specialized Center (Corresponding Author; beheshtipouur@gmail.com
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