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Analyzing and evaluating Joseph Elias's theories regarding
jurisprudential, political, and social authority of the scholars
during the Occultation

Mas'iud Zﬁeril

The interest of Orientalists in the topic of Mahdism, particularly
focusing on political and social aspects, has been evident in recent
decades. Among them, Joseph Elias is a Jewish researcher who, focusing
on the Islamic heritage and relying on Shi'ite narrations, has specialized in
this subject and has made criticisms of the jurisprudential, political, and
social position of scholars during the Occultation. Elias has scrutinized
topics such as the Hadith of ‘Umar ibn Hanzalah, Khums, the differences
between Akhbari (literalist and anti-rationalist) and Usilis (rationalists),
and the four special deputies of Imam Mahdi. In this article, in addition to
expressing his views and arguments, a brief response to the objections
raised by him will be given.

Keywords: orientalists, Mahdism, Joseph Elias, the position of

scholars, the occultation era.

1 Student of level 4 at the Bright Future Institute (BFI) in Qom.
Masodzaeri68@gmail.com
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Comparative study and analysis of two deviant Mahdavi sects
claiming to be Yamani and Khurasani

Mehrdad Nadarlﬂl

_ _ 2
Nasrin Amiri

The emergence of "al-Khurasani" and "al-Yamani" as two figures in
Mahdavi narrations are considered as a sign of the imminent advent of
Imam Mahdi.

Whereas these two phenomena, according to Islamic narrations, are
closely linked to the belief in Mahdism, each has become a pretext for the
two sects to introduce themselves as Yamani and Khurasani, and try to
apply these two signs to themselves. Research has shown that these sects
share many similarities and differences, both from the affirmative and
negative aspects (proving oneself and negating the others), have many
similarities and differences with each other, and recognizing these
similarities and differences helps researchers in a precise and methodical
criticism of these two currents. Therefore, in this article, we will conduct
a comparative study of these two deviant sects. The research method of
this article is “descriptive-analytical” and the information is collected in a
“library” manner. The study reveals that both factions claim to embody the
signs of Imam Mahdi, assert their authority as his successors, and employ
similar methods of recruitment. Their differences are also in the claim, the
geographical location of the claim, and the ways to reach religious
knowledge.

Keywords: Yamani claimant, Khurasani claimant, Mahdism, deviant
trends, the signs of Appearance.

1 Student of level 4 at the Mahdism specialized Center in Qom.
2 B.A of Islamic Studies and Educational Sciences.



Promoting the culture of Mahdism through educational
strategies on social networks with an emphasis on the intellectual
framework of the supreme leader (Imam Khamenei)

Mustafa Ebmiht'mi1

Cyberspace is a vast and extensive system and domain that
encompasses all aspects of today’s life. It has created a complex situation
and has entered various aspects of the personal and social lives of
individuals. Today, traditional methods of teaching Mahdism are no
longer sufficient, requiring innovative approaches. One of these
approaches that has created new methods in teaching Mahdism through
new strategies is the use of cyberspace. The present study has attempted to
extract and explain strategies and tactics in strengthening and developing
the teaching of Mahdism knowledge by examining the position of the two
topics of “Mahdism” and “social networks”.

The findings of this study seek to identify and present strategies for
strengthening the teaching of Mahdism culture in social networks with an
emphasis on the thoughts of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic
of Iran (Imam Khamenei). For this purpose, after recognizing the concepts
and intellectual system of the Leader, eight strategies have been identified
to strengthen Mahdism education in social networks, including self-
purification, socialization, systematization, and civilization.

Keywords: Mahdist culture, social networks, educational strategies,
intellectual framework of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution.

1 Graduate student of level 3 at Mahdism Specialized Center (corresponding author)
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A study of the tricks of weakening the belief in Mahdism in
cyberspace and tactics to combat this trend
Muhammad-Hussein Sajedifar (Shahidi)*

Cyberspace is a proper context for the ones who seek to create doubt
and weaken belief in the original doctrine of Mahdism through various
tricks. Knowing these individuals and their tricks to weaken belief in
Mahdism will be of great help in better understanding the strategies to
counter them.

This article utilizes a "descriptive-analytical” approach to elucidate the
tactics used to undermine belief in Mahdism in cyberspace provide
appropriate solutions to protect audiences in this space. The most
important tricks identified in this study include denial and fostering doubt,
incitement and manipulation of emotions, inducing confusion,
undermining beliefs, fostering division, and disrupting the unity.

Additionally, six counter-strategies are proposed, such as establishing a
national information network, creating a dedicated network through the
Iranian Broadcasting Corporation, developing websites, virtual networks,
and multilingual software, and preventing adversaries from dominating
information technology.

Keywords: Mahdism, knowing trickery, cyberspace, strategies, doubts,

inducing doubt.

1 Student of level 3 at the Mahdism specialized Center in Qom; Shahidi.



The capacity of Cyberspace to create a context for the

convergence of the Promised’s expectant people
Khalilullih Ahmadvand* \ Pegih Amiri® \ Hamid-Reza Shahbazian®

The belief in the coming of a Savior is a common principle among
various divine religions, serving as a potential uniting force for followers.
Therefore, it is crucial to establish a platform for those anticipating this
event to come together. Given its vast capabilities in facilitating
information exchange, accessibility, and reaching a wide audience,
cyberspace emerges as an ideal arena for influencing this convergence.
This study, conducted in a descriptive-analytical manner, aims to explore
the role of cyberspace in bringing together those awaiting the Savior, and
how it can either strengthen or weaken this convergence. The findings
suggest that cyberspace can have both positive and negative impacts,
leading to either convergence or divergence among the waiting
individuals. In other words, those concerned with establishing a global
reformed government can, by utilizing the capacity of cyberspace, provide
the possibility of convergence of those waiting for the Savior through the

&
7

)

dissemination of a culture of future studies, explanation of the duties of «

those waiting, religious propaganda, etc. On the other hand, cyberspace
can delay the convergence of those waiting or create divergence by casting
doubt by confusing right and wrong, creating moral insecurities, etc.
Keywords: Messianism, convergence of those waiting, global
government of the promised peacemaker, cyberspace, social networks.

1 The faculty member of Razi University in Kermanshah; (Corresponding Author)

2 Graduate student of M.A in Figh and Usil (Jurisprudence and the principles of Islamic
law) from Razi University in Kermanshah.

3 Graduate student of M.A in Figh and Usal (Jurisprudence and the principles of Islamic
law) from Razi University in Kermanshah.
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Cognitive examination of the concept of Awaiting the
Deliverance from the viewpoint of the Supreme Leader (Imam
Khamenei)

Sayyid Mujtaba Ma 'nawt !

The present article examines the cognitive analysis of “Awaiting the
Deliverance” from the perspective of Imam Khamenei, aiming to present
his strategic viewpoint and intellectual context on the topic. The
importance of addressing this issue lies in dispelling cognitive biases and
preventing mental errors related to belief in Mahdism. The research
methodology employed in the article is descriptive-analytical, drawing
from the Supreme Leader's speeches and written works. According to the
research findings, his intellectual system is based on a cognitive system in
the light of which Waiting for the Deliverance is a conceptual, finalistic
and compatible category with the movement of Islamic civilization.
Reflecting his mental characteristics about the Awaiting, he presents a

3 roadmap that, by creating cognitive self-discovery on this path, creates
".l insight stability and prevents a passive tendency towards the issue of the

\‘/ awaiting and the loss of this social capital.
';i\\ Keywords: Mahdism, cognitive analysis, Imam Khamenei, awaiting

the Deliverance, cognitive bias, new Islamic civilization.

1 Professor at the Mahdism Specialized Center; Researcher at the Research Center of
Mahdism and Messianism (Mahdism and Messianism Research Ceneter).
sm.manvi@chmail.ir
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A

Research and Technology.”
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